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Ben Franklin, Abe Lincoln, and Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt.

This past week marked the 27th anni-
versary of the killing of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, a simple American who tried
to do what was right.

I wonder what the bus drivers, I won-
der what the waitresses and teachers
and people who work think about what
we have done.

I tell you what they want, and I hope
that we go forward to make sure that
we have summer jobs for our young
people this summer and not long, hot
summers. I hope we will get an energy
policy that will help create jobs in this
Nation so that people can truly work. I
hope that we will have job training for
those people who have lost their jobs
because of transition and technology
and put the middle-class working man
and woman back to work who have lost
their jobs.

And then I hope we do something
about children who are being molested
in our streets and develop a national
registration for child molesters so you
will know when they come into your
neighborhoods.

Lastly, I hope this country recog-
nizes that each and every American de-
serves an affordable house to live in.

That is what this Government should
be about, not about gimmicks and ad-
miration of one man who is the Speak-
er, because we think we are following
campaign pledges.

I hope the next 2,000 days in the U.S.
Congress will be representative of the
people of America, diverse, different,
speaking different languages, looking
differently, but caring about one thing,
and that is freedom and opportunity.

f

CONTRACT WITH AMERICA WAS
WILDLY SUCCESSFUL

(Mr. WALKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, the Con-
tract With America was a wildly suc-
cessful effort in large part because the
American people were promised some-
thing specific in terms of legislation,
not generalities, but specific promises,
and those promises were kept.

Day in and day out on this floor a
group of politicians came together and
kept their promises to the American
people.

Today we have heard the reply of the
Democrats on the floor. The Democrats
can reply only out of fear and only
with negativism.

Time and time again we have
brought to the floor pieces of specific
legislation, and all we have heard is
criticism. They have no program. They
have only criticism. They have no posi-
tive view of America. They have only
negativism. They have no program for
the future. They have only fear.

Day in and day out we have heard
them bring this to the floor, and we
have heard it again today. That is too
bad.

If we are going to have a real debate
about where America should go, they
ought to have a program.

I heard a little bit of a program in
one speech earlier today. It sounded to
me as though they are willing to coun-
tenance across-the-board cuts in Social
Security. Now, that would be an inter-
esting debate. I hope that we have that
kind of debate on the floor.

Republicans have said in our budget
we will protect Social Security. We are
going to balance the budget by the
year 2002. That is going to be the chief
work of the days ahead. We will not
touch Social Security.

Today I heard on the floor the begin-
nings of an effort by some Democrats
to say that what they are willing to do
is balance the budget and do it by
countenancing an across-the-board cut
in Social Security. It should be a very
interesting debate.

We would like to hear something
positive out of them, not just criti-
cism.

f

YES, AMERICA, WE ARE
LISTENING

(Mr. GOSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, the gentle-
woman from Texas spoke about hopes.
She enumerated hopes. We all share
the hopes for our country. We all have
great aspirations. We all are doing our
best to meet the challenges of this Na-
tion. I think it is fair to say our hopes
are the same.

It is just how we achieve those hopes
is a little different. We come to Wash-
ington with a plan. We are putting that
plan into effect, and we hope it is going
to solve problems rather than sustain
problems, which is what the program of
the previous 40 years has done.

This is a great country, and this is a
great Chamber. We can express dif-
ferent views here and still have the
same hopes for our great Nation.

The gentlewoman has said that we
have followed the polls. That is back-
wards. The polls have followed us in
this.

The gentlewoman has said that our
agenda is somehow gimmickry. I do
not think so. It has achieved a great
deal of bipartisanship and support. If
you look at every single vote that was
taken, it had people from both sides of
the aisle supporting our agenda.

The difference is we have been listen-
ing to America while they have been
defending 40 years of programs that do
not work.

Yes, America, we are listening, and
we are beginning, and we are going to
go forward, and together in a biparti-
san way we are going to achieve reality
for those hopes so that everybody in
America is truly an American with a
quality of life that measures the Amer-
ican dream we all have.

WE KEPT EVERY PROMISE

(Mr. HOKE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOKE. Mr. Speaker, to listen to
the strident shrieking, incredibly hard
words and tone from the other side of
the aisle, you would think there was
only one party that was voting for the
items that we call the Contract With
America.

But when you analyze the votes, you
find out some very interesting things.
First of all, this had bipartisan support
for every single vote that was cast. If
you look at the average vote for con-
tract legislation in the House, exclud-
ing eight contract items the very first
day, you had an average of 316 ‘‘yes,’’
110 ‘‘no.’’ If you include those eight
items from the first day, you have an
average of 337 ‘‘yes,’’ 90 ‘‘no.’’ Seventy-
seven percent, 77 percent of the House
voted ‘‘yes’’ on contract items.

That means that we were not voting
as Republicans and Democrats, but oc-
casionally we were also voting as
Americans, Americans first, and when
the gentleman from Florida says that
we were listening to America, he is ab-
solutely right, because there was an-
other very powerful intuitor of what
the American people want, in 1992, and
he promised to end welfare as we know
it, he promised a middle-class tax cut,
he promised to lift the Social Security
earnings test, he promised a line-item
veto, and he reneged on every single
promise, and we have kept every single
one of those promises.

f

JOIN US IN MAKING AMERICA
STRONG

(Mr. SHADEGG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHADEGG. Mr. Speaker, this is a
new day in America, a great new day.
It is a day where we talk about prom-
ises made and promises kept.

The speaker before me made the
point this is not a contract that was
partisan. It is a contract which cap-
tures the American people’s dreams
and begins the process of starting
change in America.

The eight first-day reforms received
an average of 397 votes; 160 of my col-
leagues on the other side joined us in
those reforms. The average of the bills
in the Contract With America received
316 votes. That is more than 70 of our
Democratic colleagues who joined us in
passing those reforms.

Our predecessors promised to end
welfare as we know it. They promised a
middle-class tax cut. They promised to
begin making Government smaller and
more responsive, and they failed over
and over again.

The American people want change.
The Contract With America delivered
change. It is the beginning of a tremen-
dous process.
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